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The EUNMUTE Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence (CoE) organizes a monthly Research Seminar Series 
to feed the academic conversations which underpin the EUNMUTE project. Seminars are alternatively 
dedicated to the five disruptive challenges already identified: (i) safeguarding the rule of law, (ii) 
ensuring inclusiveness, (iii) preserving climate and natural resources, (iv) fostering a digital future for 
Europe and (v) strengthening democracy. Since 2024, a sixth challenge has been added to this list: (vi) 
protecting the rights of migrants and asylum seekers. 
 
The research seminar series aims to foster an interdisciplinary conversation through the presentation 
of research papers on the various EUNMUTE themes. Speakers and discussants are chosen to ensure 
that at least two disciplines are represented at each seminar session. The Research Seminar Series is 
conceived as an open space where senior and junior researchers can try out ideas and present work in 
progress. It also provides an opportunity to present and disseminate recently published research 
by invited researchers, as well as members of the EUNMUTE research team.  
 
The EUNMUTE Research Seminar Series is open to all the members of the university - academics, 
researchers and students - and to anyone interested in the issues addressed by the Centre of Excellence.  
 
To ensure that the research is widely disseminated, the seminar sessions are organized in a hybrid 
format. Most of the sessions are also made available to the general public via the Centre of Excellence’s 
YouTube Channel. 
 
The EUNMUTE Research Seminar Series is coordinated by Prof. Denis Duez. 
 
https://eunmute.eu/seminar-series/ 
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List of Seminars 2023-2024 
 
September 28, 2023 
12:30-14:00  

The Role of the EU in Including Women in Peace Processes 

Guest speaker: Julia Vassileva (Tallinn University) 

Discussants: Charlotte Dahin (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) & Dr. María 
Martín de Almagro (UGent) 

October 13, 2023  
12:00-13:30 

Chroniques de l’Europe: genre et sans-voix dans l’histoire longue de l’Europe 

Guest speakers: Fabrice Virgili (CNRS) & Dr. Anne-Laure Briatte (Sorbonne 
Université) 

Discussants: Dr. Claire Lafon (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles et Université Paris 
3) & Prof. Nathalie Tousignant (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

November 10, 2023     
12:00-13:30  

Lobbying for Intersectionality: Civil Society Organisations and the EU’s Anti-
Discrimination Policy 

Guest speaker: Prof. Oriane Calligaro (UCLille)  

Discussants: Prof. Marta Bucholc (University of Warsaw) & Prof. Raphaële 
Xenidis (Sciences Po) 

March 14, 2024  
14:00-16:00   

Le juge européen garant de la voix des migrants ? 

Guest speaker: Prof. Jean-Yves Carlier (UCLouvain) 

Discussants: Prof. Denis Duez (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) & Prof. Cecilia 
Rizcallah (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

March 22, 2024  
12:30-14:00   

La réforme du Code Communautaire des Visas (2014-2019) : promotion ou 
restriction des droits des étranger.es ? 

Guest speaker: Juliette Dupont (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles & F.R.S.-FNRS)  

Discussant: Prof. Florian Trauner (Vrij Universiteit Brussel) 

April 23, 2024  
12:30-14:00   

Une justice antiterroriste européenne à l’épreuve du genre: enjeux 
politiques et judiciaires des « revenantes » de Daesh, une approche 
comparée 

Guest speaker: Antoine Mégie (Université de Rouen)  

Discussants: Dr. Chloé Thomas (Chercheuse associée au CReSPo) & Prof. Denis 
Duez (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

May 15, 2024  
12:30-14:00   

Le double mouvement d’un-muting et de muting au sein du nouveau cadre 
européenne pour la protection des forêts 

Guest speaker: Gauthier Martens (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

Discussants: Dr. Pauline Pirlot (Université libre de Bruxelles & European 
Landowners’ Organisation) & Prof. Nicolas Angelet (Université libre de Bruxelles 
et Université de Gand) 
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Research Seminar #1 
The Role of the EU in Including Women in Peace Processes 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Julia VASSILEVA (Tallinn University) 

Discussants: Charlotte DAHIN (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) & Dr. María Martín DE ALMAGRO 
(UGent) 
 
Bios 
 
Julia VASSILEVA is a PhD researcher and lecturer in International law and 
Security studies at the School of Governance, Law and Society at Tallinn 
University, Estonia. She previously worked in Brussels for the EU Commission’s 
DG NEAR and the EEAS; and holds degrees in Law and IR from the University of 
Oxford, the College of Europe, and Vienna University. She has been a visiting 
lecturer at the Georgian Institute of Public Affairs in Tbilisi and at Bilkent 
University in Ankara; and a researcher at the Universities of Cambridge and 
Oxford, and the UN-ILC in Geneva. 
 
Charlotte DAHIN is a lawyer (BA (UNamur); MA (UCLouvain)) specialised in 
public international law (LL.M (University of Aberdeen)) and European 
integration (MSc (VUB & Solvay Business School)). Charlotte Dahin is currently 
a doctoral student in the Faculty of Social Sciences (Department of Feminist 
and Gender Studies) at the University of Ottawa in Canada. She is currently a 
full-time interim assistant in political science and law (Model United Nations 
seminar) at UCLouvain Saint-Louis - Brussels. She is also an assistant in public 
international law at the ULB Faculty of Law. 
 
María Martín DE ALMAGRO is a Research Professor at the Department of 
Conflict and Development Studies at the University of Ghent (Belgium) and a 
member of its Conflict Research Group (CRG). She is the Co-Head editor of the 
Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding and the Research Lead on Gender 
and Climate Change for the Canada Research Network on Women, Peace and 
Security. Furthermore, she is also a member of the FBA Research Working 
Groups and of the Varieties of Peace Research Network. 
  



 
 

- 6 - 

 
Abstract 
 
The seminar discusses the role of the EU in including women in peace processes in its neighbourhood 
region and beyond. It addresses the question why the number of women in such processes often remains 
low. Generally, the need to include women in peace processes is recognised in international and EU policy 
documents; but verbal normative commitments often do not translate into actual presence of more 
women. The key argument is that there are several explanations for such lack of inclusion in peace 
processes: (1) elite-dominated hard power negotiation structures, (2) cultural factors, (3) need for 
empowerment and linking the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) and Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) 
agendas, and (4) insufficient implementation of commitments made to include women under the existing 
policy and legal framework. The seminar also stresses the need to be aware of those reasons and address 
them, in order to give a voice to women in peace processes (to ‘unmute’ them). 
 
 
Date 
 
September 28, 2023 
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Research Seminar #2 
Chroniques de l’Europe: genre et sans-voix dans l’histoire longue de l’Europe 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speakers: Fabrice VIRGILI (CNRS) & Dr. Anne-Laure BRIATTE (Sorbonne Université) 

Discussants: Dr. Claire LAFON (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles et Université Paris 3) & Prof. Nathalie 
TOUSIGNANT (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 
 
Bios 
 
Fabrice VIRGILI is Director of Research at the CNRS (UMR SIRICE). He has been 
working for several years on gender and world wars, and in particular on sexual 
violence. Member of the editorial board of the magazine Clio. Femmes, Genre, 
Histoire and vice-president of the Mnémosyne association for the development 
of women's and gender history, he is in charge of the “Gender & Europe” 
research axis of the LabEx EHNE. His publications include La garçonne et 
l'assassin. Histoire de Louise et de Paul, déserteur travesti, dans le Paris des 
années folles (2011); Sexes, genre et guerres, France 1914-1945 (2010); Naître ennemi. Les enfants nés 
de couples franco-allemands pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale (2009); and La France “virile ” des 
femmes tondues à la Libération (2000). He edited no. 39 of the magazine Clio. Femmes, Genre, Histoire, 
“Les lois genrées de la guerre” (2014).  
 
 
Anne-Laure BRIATTE, PhD in Germanic studies and history, is a lecturer in 
German history and civilization at the University of Paris-Sorbonne. She is a 
member of the "Mondes germaniques" team at SIRICE (UMR 8138), the "Genre 
& Europe" research group of the LabEx "Écrire une histoire nouvelle de l'Europe" 
(LabEx EHNE) and the international network of the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft: "Gender - Nation - Emancipation. Women and Families 
in the "long" Nineteenth Century in Italy and Germany". Her work focuses on 
German feminisms of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and on the gender dimension of politics. 
She is the author of Citoyennes sous tutelle. The "radical" feminist movement in Wilhelmian Germany, 
Bern, Peter Lang, 2013. She has also edited a research dossier on "Women in German politics since 
1945", published in the journal Allemagne d'aujourd'hui, no. 207 (2014). 
 
 
Claire LAFON holds a master's degree in "European Studies", specializing in 
history and political science, from the Sorbonne Nouvelle (PARIS III), after 
completing two years of the BL "lettres et sciences humaines" preparatory class 
in Orléans. She obtained her PhD in May of 2024, entitled ”Histoire et sociologie 
politiques des origines du lobby européen des femmes. Quand des femmes et 
leurs organisations s’orientent vers l’Europe (1919-1993)”, at the crossroads of 
gender studies, history and political sociology, under joint supervision with 
Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris III), where she is a member of the "Integration and 
Cooperation in the European Space" (ICEE) research unit. 
 
 
Nathalie TOUSIGNANT is a Full Professor of Contemporary History at UCLouvain since 1999. As a 
Canadian citizen holding a Ph.D. from Laval University, she has been teaching 20th century history, with 
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a focus on history of European integration and history of European overseas 
expansion for more than 25 years. Her research deals with legal history in colonial 
context and with public/political uses of the past (history and collective 
memories), systematically including a gender perspective in her work. Since 
2018, she analyses Europeanism through the lens of post-colonial and 
intersectional theories and challenges unspoken assumptions, such as 
universalism or civilisation, to understand stalemates of European identities and 

representations of the past. 

 

Abstract 
 
Retracer six siècles d’histoire de l’Europe, en quelque 120 dates et plusieurs documents, à rebrousse-poil 
de l’historiographie traditionnelle : tel est le défi que relèvent les Chroniques de l’Europe. Les historiennes 
et historiens – des techniques, du politique, de l’environnement, des idées, du genre, des arts, de 
l’économie – réunis dans cet ouvrage, se sont prêtés à un exercice original : choisir un événement qui fait 
sens à l’échelle de l’Europe, puis, documents et repères chronologiques à l’appui, en faire le récit et rendre 
compte de ses résonances à travers le temps et l’espace. 
 
Cet ouvrage constitue une véritable plongée dans l’histoire longue de l’Europe à travers des figures 
marquantes, la circulation des savoirs, des innovations techniques ou artistiques, des tensions, conflits 
ou convergences. 
 
Fabrice Virgili et Anne-Laure Briatte traverseront ces Chroniques de l’Europe en s’arrêtant plus 
particulièrement sur des événements liés à l’histoire du genre, des « sans-voix » et de la construction 
européenne. L’occasion d’une réflexion plus large sur ce qui fait date en histoire et comment raconter 
l’Europe. 
 
 
Date 
 
October 13, 2023 
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Research Seminar #3  
Lobbying for intersectionality: Civil Society Organisations and the EU’s Anti-
Discrimination Policy 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Prof. Oriane CALLIGARO (UCLille)  

Discussants: Prof. Marta BUCHOLC (University of Warsaw) & Prof. Raphaële XENIDIS (Sciences Po) 
 
Bios 
 
Oriane CALLIGARO is an associate professor in political science at ESPOL 
(Université catholique de Lille) and visiting professor at the College of Europe. 
She is associate researcher at the Université libre de Bruxelles (CEVIPOL) and 
co-director of the journal Politique européenne. She has extensively published 
on the EU’s actions in the cultural and academic fields and on the role of values 
in EU governance. Her current research deals with the role of civil society 
organizations in the EU anti-discrimination policy. She published the 
monograph Negotiating Europe. The EU promotion of Europeanness since the 
1950s, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013 and co-edited with François Foret the book “European values”. 
Challenges and opportunities for EU governance, Routledge, 2018. 
 
 
Marta BUCHOLC is professor of sociology at the Faculty of Sociology, University 
of Warsaw, and associate researcher at UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles. Her 
research focus is sociology of law and historical sociology. She is the PI in a 
research project “National habitus formation and the process of civilization in 
Poland after 1989: a figurational approach” funded by Polish National Science 
Centre, and the Polish PI in the Volkswagen Foundation project "Towards Illiberal 
Constitutionalism in East Central Europe: Historical Analysis in Comparative and 
Transnational Perspectives”. Her research project “Using Human Rights to 
Change Abortion Law: Involvement Patterns and Argumentative Architectures in the Global Figuration 
of Human Rights (Abortion Figurations)” was retained for funding under ERC Consolidator 2021 
program. 
 
 
Raphaële XENIDIS is trained as a political scientist and a lawyer. She holds a PhD 
in law from the European University Institute. She received Master’s degrees 
from Sciences Po Lille in France, the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität in 
Germany and SAIS Europe, Johns Hopkins University in Italy, as well as a LL.M. in 
Comparative, European and International laws from the European University 
Institute. Raphaële has also been a Fulbright-Schuman visiting researcher at 
Columbia Law School in New York. Before joining Sciences Po, Raphaële was a 
permanent lecturer in EU law at the School of Law of the University of Edinburgh, a postdoctoral 
researcher at Utrecht Law School and a member of the coordination team of the European Network of 
Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-Discrimination Law. Raphaële is also a Global Research Fellow 
at iCourts at the University of Copenhagen. 
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Abstract 
 
Numerous civil society organizations (CSOs) have been involved in the design of European anti-
discrimination norms and policy tools. This seminar focusses on the advocacy coalitions and knowledge 
networks created in the last decades at the initiative of the Open Society Foundations (OSF), together 
with several European NGOs and think tanks. The goal is to analyze the advocacy strategies of this 
coalition to put controversial policy issues on the EU’s agenda, like ethnic data collection, ethnic profiling, 
or islamophobia, but also to promote a specific approach to these issues: intersectionality. 
 
We show how OSF allows CSOs to exist and professionalize, and subsequently to build their expert 
knowledge and make it visible in the EU policy-making process. OSF actively promotes “advocacy 
triangles” between academic, activist, and institutional actors, through which contentious causes gain 
in credibility and acceptability in the EU arena. We attempt to trace the creation of such triangles and 
the circulation of knowledge and norms from academic/activist realms to EU policy documents and 
actions, in particular through the case study of intersectionality. 
 
Date 
 
November 10, 2023 
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Research Seminar #4 
Le juge garant de la voix des migrants ?  
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Prof. Jean-Yves CARLIER (UCLouvain) 

Discussants: Prof. Denis DUEZ (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) & Prof. Cecilia RIZCALLAH (UCLouvain 
Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 
 
Bios 
 
Jean-Yves CARLIER is a professor at UCLouvain and at the University of Liège 
(Belgium). He is also an attorney. He teaches private international law, European 
law and human rights law. He has given lectures as a visiting professor at various 
universities (Paris 2, Paris-Est Créteil, Caen, Strasbourg, Aix-Marseille, Szeged, 
Montreal, The Hague Academy of International Law, Rabat, Tunis, Ouagadougou, 
Cotonou, Bujumbura, Bukavu). 
 
 
Denis DUEZ is a full professor of political science. He was director (2010-2016) and president (2016-
2022) of the Institute for European Studies at UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles. He has been teaching for 

more than 20 years International Relations, European integration, 
Europeanization processes, political regimes and research methodology. He 
currently teaches more than 120 hours per year in the field of European 
integration studies. His research focuses on European internal security policies 
and the management of the EU’s external borders. Denis Duez has headed the 
“Idées d'Europe” collection at Bruylant since 2016. He is the EUNMUTE team 
leader in charge of the overall coordination and supervision of the EUNMUTE 
project.  

 
 
Cecilia RIZCALLAH is professor of EU law at the UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles 
and researcher at the KU Leuven. Her areas of interest include EU constitutional 
law and human rights. 
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Abstract 
 
Les migrants, quel que soit leur statut, constituent souvent une minorité particulière en cela que, ne 
participant pas au processus électoral, ils sont marginalisés dans le débat démocratique. Sans « voix » 
politique, la seule « voie » pour faire valoir leurs droits fondamentaux, voire leur existence légale elle-
même, est souvent celle du prétoire, du procès. En cela, tout juge est le garant des droits des migrants. 
Mais le juge européen, tant à Luxembourg qu’à Strasbourg, y tient un rôle particulier que l’on tentera de 
préciser et d’illustrer par des exemples. 
 
 
Date 
 
March 14, 2024 
  



 
 

- 13 - 

Research Seminar #5 
La réforme du Code Communautaire des Visas (2014-2019) : promotion  
ou restriction des droits des étranger·es ? 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Juliette DUPONT (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles)  

Discussant: Prof. Florian TRAUNER (Vrij Universiteit Brussel) 
 
Bios 
 
Juliette DUPONT is a graduate of Sciences Po Lille and obtained her PhD in 
political science from the Université de Montréal in April 2022, under the co-
direction of Frédéric Mérand and Sabine Saurugger. She was granted a 3 years 
FNRS Research Fellowship (2023-2026) for her proposal named “Negotiating 
mobility: visa diplomacy in the European Union's global policy”. 
 
 
 
Prof. Dr. Florian TRAUNER is the Dean of the Brussels School of Governance, Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
Together with Ilke Adam, he also coordinates the VUB Interdisciplinary Centre of Expertise on Migration 
and Minorities (BIRMM). A graduate of the Universities of Vienna and Copenhagen, he received his PhD 
in 2008 (with distinction) and his habilitation in 2015. His research concerns EU decision-making 
dynamics and policy outcomes in the fields of migration, asylum, rule of law and internal security. He is 
also interested in the EU’s external migration policies and agreements, in particular with African states. 

His work has appeared in leading journals such as West European Politics, the 
Journal for European Public Policy, the Journal of Common Market Studies, the 
Journal of European Integration, and the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. 
Prof. Trauner has directed or been involved in externally funded projects dealing 
with topics such as EU return cooperation, the EU-West African migration 
cooperation, the role of supranational EU institutions in justice and home affairs 
and the impact of narratives on migrants’ decisions. 
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Abstract 
 
Do supranational institutions have the capacity to advocate for the rights of non-citizens? This paper 
focuses on the role of the European Commission and Parliament in negotiating the common short-term 
visa policy, intended as “compensatory measure for freedom of movement” by the Member States 
(Meloni 2006, Infantino 2019). By discussing the notion of a ‘liberal constraint’ exercised by these 
institutions on the securitized approach of the Council (Bonjour, Servent, and Thielemann 2018), this 
paper explores the (unsuccessful) efforts to introduce legal provisions in favour of visa applicants during 
the Common Visa Code reform (2014-2019). It specifically investigates the European Commission’s 
proposal to create a ‘touring visa’ aimed at long-term foreign tourists, and the Parliament’s proposal to 
establish a ‘humanitarian visa’ enabling asylum seekers to safely access European territory. The 
sociological research underlying this study sheds light on the “political work” of supranational institutions 
(Merand 2020), as well as the institutional and circumstantial limitations that hinder their liberal 
constraint, ultimately reinforcing the conservative stance embraced by Member States. 
 
 
Date 
 
March 22, 2024 
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Research Seminar #6 
Une justice antiterroriste européenne à l’épreuve du genre : enjeux politiques  
et judiciaires des « revenantes » de Daesh, une approche comparée 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Antoine MÉGIE (Université de Rouen)  

Discussants: Dr. Chloé THOMAS (Chercheuse associée au CReSPo) & Prof. Denis DUEZ (UCLouvain 
Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 
 
Bios 
 
Antoine MÉGIE is a research professor at the University of Rouen, and scientific 
rapporteur for several research projects on terrorist trials. His research focuses 
on the role of law in the "fight against terrorism". After more specifically 
studying the phenomena of transnationalization of anti-terrorist norms (Europe 
and North America), he has been coordinating and participating in several 
research projects on current terrorist litigation trials since 2015. 
 
 
Chloé THOMAS holds a Master's degree in Political Science, with a focus on 
International Relations, from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, and obtained her 
PhD in Political Science from the Université Saint-Louis - Bruxelles in December 
2021, under the supervision of Denis Duez.Grounded in international political 
sociology and critical approaches to security, his research focuses on the 
organization of the fight against terrorism in Belgium and Europe, intelligence 
and the political and social construction of threats. 
 
 
Denis DUEZ is a full professor of political science. He was director (2010-2016) and president (2016-
2022) of the Institute for European Studies at UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles. He has been teaching for 

more than 20 years International Relations, European integration, 
Europeanization processes, political regimes and research methodology. He 
currently teaches more than 120 hours per year in the field of European 
integration studies. His research focuses on European internal security policies 
and the management of the EU’s external borders. Denis Duez has headed the 
“Idées d'Europe” collection at Bruylant since 2016. He is the EUNMUTE team 
leader in charge of the overall coordination and supervision of the EUNMUTE 
project.  
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Abstract 
 
D’abord fantômes, puis seconds rôles et enfin organisatrices de filières jihadistes, les femmes sont 
apparues progressivement comme des personnages centraux des scènes d’audience dans les procédures 
d’accusation et de condamnations de la lutte contre le terrorisme. Depuis 2020, les « revenantes » ou 
« returnees » comme il est d’habitude de les nommer désormais dans plusieurs pays européens, 
focalisent une part importante des débats politiques, des problématiques judiciaires mais aussi des 
recherches académiques sur la lutte contre le terrorisme et la radicalisation.  
 
En ancrant notre analyse dans la filiation des travaux historiques et sociologiques relatifs à la violence et 
à l’engagement politique des femmes, et en écho à la littérature sur le genre et son traitement par les 
institutions judiciaires, il s’agira de comprendre dans quelles conditions en Europe, les « femmes de 
Daesh » ont fait l’objet d’une mise sur agenda en tant que problème publique d’ordre politique. Face à 
un phénomène des filières djihadistes et des attentats qui touche une grande partie des pays européens, 
on observe un spectre large de réponses dans la prise en charge des « revenantes », que ce soit le plan 
politique, judiciaire et social.  
 
 
Date 
 
April 23, 2024 
  



 
 

- 17 - 

Research Seminar #7 
Le double mouvement d’un-muting et de muting au sein du nouveau  
cadre européen pour la protection des forêts 
 
Speakers 
 
Guest speaker: Gauthier MARTENS (UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

Discussants: Dr. Pauline PIRLOT (Université libre de Bruxelles & European Landowners’ Organisation) & 
Prof. Nicolas ANGELET (Université libre de Bruxelles et Université de Gand) 
 
Bios 
 

After a Bachelor's degree in law at Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles, a Master's 
degree in public and international law at ULB and participation in the POLLEN 
program organized by UCLouvain Saint-Louis Bruxelles, Gauthier MARTENS is 
starting a PhD under the supervision of Professor Nicolas de Sadeleer, on the 
impact on cocoa production of the future regulation on the placing on the 
European market of products linked to deforestation and forest degradation, and 
on European law's understanding of the concept of planetary limits. 

 
 
Pauline PIRLOT is a doctoral student at the Institut de Sciences Politiques 
Louvain-Europe (ISPOLE) and executive assistant at the École de Sciences 
Politiques et Sociales (PSAD), including the Institute of European Studies (IEE). 
She is currently carrying out doctoral research analyzing the European Union's 
external action, and more specifically its strategic responses in fragmented 
international regimes. 
 
 

Nicolas ANGELET studied at Ghent University and the Université libre de 
Bruxelles and holds a PhD from the University of Leuven. He is also a part-time 
professor at the Université Libre de Bruxelles, where his past and present courses 
include diplomatic law, international economic law, international investment law 
and dispute settlement, and international law in relation to the climate crisis. 
Nicolas practices public international law as a member of the Brussels Bar and 
associate tenant of Doughty Street Chambers, London. He sits as an arbitrator in 
investor-State disputes and acts as counsel in a wide range of public international 

law matters before domestic courts, international arbitral tribunals, the International Court of Justice, 
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, the European Court of Justice, and others. 
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Abstract 
 
Le 9 juin 2023, le Parlement européen et le Conseil ont adopté le règlement 2023/1115 relatif à la mise 
à disposition sur le marché de l’Union et à l’exportation à partir de l’Union de certains produits de base 
et produits associés à la déforestation et à la dégradation des forêts. Ce règlement constitue le cœur du 
nouveau cadre établi par l’Union européenne pour la protection des écosystèmes forestiers au sein, mais 
aussi à l’extérieur de ses frontières.  
 
Ce règlement, dont les buts principaux sont de réduire au minimum la part de l’Union européenne dans 
la déforestation et la dégradation des forêts, les émissions de gaz à effet de serre et la perte de 
biodiversité, ne fait pas abstraction des considérations humaines liées à ces problématiques. Il insiste 
ainsi sur le rôle des forêts comme sources de moyens de subsistance pour des populations vulnérables, 
notamment les populations autochtones et les communautés locales. En ce qu’il prévoit, d’une part, la 
prise en compte et la coopération avec les populations autochtones lors de l’évaluation des risques 
imposée aux opérateurs, et d’autre part, une attention particulière aux informations rapportées par ces 
populations dans le cadre de l’évaluation des pays à risque, le règlement comprend un mouvement d’un-
muting.  
 
Cependant, cette évaluation des pays induit une décision unilatérale des instances européennes qui peut 
avoir des conséquences fortes sur les économies des pays concernés. Plus globalement, et malgré le rôle 
de parties prenantes accordé aux pays d’origine, le règlement entend réglementer de manière indirecte 
la production de certains produits dans des pays tiers. Il comprend donc également un phénomène de 
muting. Celui-ci s’inscrit en outre dans un contexte politique de tensions entre nations occidentales et en 
développement relatif aussi bien aux séquelles du passé colonial qu’aux injonctions réciproques à 
prendre leur juste part dans la lutte contre les problématiques environnementales. Le règlement étudié 
prête ainsi le flanc aux accusations de « néocolonialisme vert ».  
 
Le séminaire s’intéressera donc aux mécanismes juridiques, proposés par le règlement, derrière ces deux 
mouvements inverses et à l’interface entre ceux-ci, ainsi qu’aux questions politiques qui en découlent. 
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